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Statement on Signing Legislation
Providing Guaranteed Loans for
Farmers and Ranchers
March 15, 1999

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 882,
a bill that will accelerate the availability of
federally guaranteed loans to our Nation’s
farmers and ranchers to give them continued
access to credit that is necessary to operate
their farms and ranches.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) estimates that it will soon exhaust
the funds available to guarantee loans for
farm ownership and operations. This bill will
make available more than $450 million in
guarantees to qualified farmers and ranchers.
Normally, these funds are reserved for begin-
ning farmers and ranchers until April 1, when
they are made available to all qualified farm-
ers and ranchers. This bill will not affect a
separate reserve for minority farmers.

These additional amounts, however, will
not fully address the unprecedented increase
in demand for USDA financing caused by
low commodity prices, which are expected
to continue. For this reason, I recently sub-
mitted to the Congress an emergency supple-
mental request for an additional $1.1 billion
in USDA loan authority. I call on the Con-
gress to work expeditiously to include these
amounts in a supplemental bill I can sign that
does not include unwise and unnecessary off-
sets.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 882, approved March 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–2.

Statement on the Killing of
Rosemary Nelson in Northern
Ireland
March 15, 1999

The killing today of Rosemary Nelson, a
leading human rights lawyer in Northern Ire-
land, was a despicable and cowardly act by
the enemies of peace. Our deepest sym-
pathies go out to her family and friends. It

is long past time for the bloodshed to end
once and for all. We urge all the proponents
for peace to unite to condemn this act and
reject the violence. We urge the parties to
move forward with implementing the Good
Friday accord.

Statement on Senator John H.
Chafee’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection

March 15, 1999

For more than a generation, Senator John
Chafee has been a strong leader for his be-
loved Rhode Island and for America. He has
been a tireless champion of our environ-
ment—helping to lead the fight against glob-
al warming, promoting wetlands conserva-
tion, and crafting legislation for clean air and
safe drinking water. On behalf of all Ameri-
cans, I thank him for his many contributions,
including his leadership in expanding health
care to more women and children and im-
proving services for people with disabilities.
It is truly a rich legacy for America. Hillary
and I wish John and his family all the best
in the years to come.

Statement on the Cuban
Government’s Sentencing
of Human Rights Activists

March 15, 1999

I am deeply disappointed that the Cuban
Government has sentenced four courageous
human rights activists—Vladimiro Roca,
Felix Bonne, Rene Gomez Manzano, and
Marta Beatriz Roque—to prison terms. They
did nothing more than assert their right to
speak freely about their country’s future, call
on their Government to respect basic human
rights, and seek a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy for the long-suffering Cuban peo-
ple. They were tried without a fair process,
behind closed doors. I call on the Cuban
Government to release them immediately.
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